
Alaska by rrain, ptffi;,ltll"J. *. River Raft

The cruise.line louls ofAlaskajust didn,t offer enough for us, so we booked two vacations. Oncwas a week touring Alaska by train a'd_brs booked b;y Ahska To*-J i.u'*t. .tt " ,""ond *a cmise thrcugh the inside passage. unlike any previous vacu,io^, *"-t "u"i"o *itr, ,or"friends ofours tlat we meiwhen-I was a working person, pat and Eva McKanna[. Eva has MSbut rellses to let ir get th€ best ofler. She ke"pft *iUr'tfr" L""i"f:"r."^*'

We flew from Dallas to Anchorage on July 2nd,_ 2006, After a very short light, we lelt by traintor a very unique place caled rarkeetna, rocated about half way ril- ao"io?ge to oenaiNational Park and Mt. McKinley. The_mountam, seen onJy by one ofsix visitols, was obscuredby clouds when we anived. our 4th of July w;;;;;; JJi; fJ;;. r,iy iilr, was ri,ntt"a toone rainbow trou1" about 20 inches long but it wa.s not a keeper. par ianded a king salmon about20 pounds but that was on his first casf and the.e ls a ti-lt Jrone, so fiiii#i u*t , n"u". ,oland another.

Back-at the Talkeetna, we noticed a lot ofactivity and hunied to the back deck where Mt.McKinley was making an appearance. I took several picture *tfr.y ** jwit"f SLR with a 2gig pompact flasb cards (r 800 piclures per carol. on rie s'n, *e muai u t ip iito to*n unadecided ro rute-a -fl ishr seeingtour.. oi the m"*; i; ; r;;l- ;;i i"i#.,y *i r" ru,been deatl y.aiiaid ofsmall ptanes since her "*_trustana got a piilirli""".J_a to"l fr* onsome hair-raising adventures. Somehow sh" ugr""a to goliuiuila-iuu,*i"j," r*,r.n "glacier but knew Mahala would never blry into that, solhat made anange;enis tirr a gtacie.landing wirhout our knowledge. Well, ir ium"O o"i ro t" on" ofif" ilgi-fifri" ot ou. t ip. f f,uu"a picture of Mahala stmngling Eva for
Mt. v"rcinr"y urong *itf;ff.;#;;11T''lfdT"",f;i*:' ot *v '"te, I got more pictues or

Back at the lodge, the mountain was still visible, but we had to get to bed so we could catch thetrain to Denali the next moming. .t-he tnp was though pristirc wilderness with beautifulstreams. we araived at th€ Denali BluffsiJotet 3ost ii time to cutci,l,ionfi'i* oor" ,f," .ouawhere we prepared for river raftiDg. putting on the dry suits was a lfrJi.ng" zu ,orn" of or.Mahala sot her shoes on the woni feet. qior" ub;i M;;l;;;r1**.iui,J.iiiuu t"pr,.yin, ,oput her let leg th.u the left armhoie even though the guide kept coo*ing f,".. 
'tA, 

ff,oogfr, tut",the cake when il comes ro drv suirs. n" oian,Gr tte ir ou,;J ;;;;;?iffg _"und rookinglit<e rhe Michellan man. The more his sujr puffed up, the funher up ir pushed his lil-e vesL until iralmosl blocked his vision completely. We fiourfy goi "u.rytf,ing ,ir#Ju*:", _arnua" ,*way to the rafts.

Let me tell you about some cold water- 34 degr€e water. This water was a glacier the day before.cold, clear water. The guide told us to g"t ,"iay to t uu" o* plJ*. ,iui"d'uno t " o""t una.
Lr-119":*"."|. T"" lot of water, cold-wate., inrny "". *utJ".-tt,u.'piiriri,Lo , *,uu" ,r,"prctule to prove it. However, we did survive. Went-back to the rat"f.'oii,"" to t*" off *," arysuits (.nother adventure--as haxd ro set offas t" g"t *) ;;;;;;;;ooi"iiiJ_a "out" 1rr,i"twe.still lavent had to wear). Some foor woman is going axound looking ill vain tbr her shoeswhile Mahala is still trying to get out of her sutt. Fi;"lt;;nJM",ui; !#'tliur ne sr,o"" on



they don't fit! She has stolen this other woman's tennis shoes. Well, this woman claims her shoes
liom Mahala, but doesll't put them on immediately. Meanwhile, Mahala is still loohing for her
shoes. She eventually linds them and comes back over where we are to sit down and put them
on, but they still don't fit! She has stolen fiis poor woman's shoes again. Finally, Mahala finds
her shoes, which do bear a striking resemblance to the other woman's, in her tote bag.

The next moming we got an carly start the oext day for a 12 hour bus tour through Denali
National Park. It was a cool, damp morning when we drove into Denali Park. We saw a few Dahl
sheep and a couple of caribou but not much activity. We saw some gdzzlies in the misty rain
trying to keep their cubs warm. By the time we got to the cabins in the center of the park, the rain
had stopped. W€ saw a demonstation of huskies pulling sleds (on wheels). Mahala tded her
hand at paoning for gold. I think I would make more as a greeter at Wal-Mart. The trip home in
the aftemoon was much more interesting. We saw bears moving around in the distanc€, lots of
caribou, sheep and a few other wild critt€rs. Suddenly we came around a curve and the ddver
stopped. There in all it's spleldor was Mt. McKinley, dsing more than 20,000 lbct into a
suddenly clear, blue sky. We shutter bugs piled offthe bus to photo$aph the morurtain from this
view. I believe this was the fourth straight day we saw the mountain. And only one ofsix get the
experience,

Back on the bus, we rounded another curve and the driver suddenly slowed, killed the engine and
rolled slowly forward. Directly in fiont ofus on the road was a young grizzly cub standing
between the front legs of its mother, Bears have the right of way so we sat quietly, except for
cameras, exchanging glances with the duo in front of us. Soon they decided we were not a threat
and went about their business of hunting for food.

The next day was spent on another bus back to Anchorage. The highlight was a moose standing
b€side the rcad, apparcntly tying to find a break in traffic so he could cross. I imagine he finally
gave up on that idea,

Back in Anchorage, we rryent back io the same hotel where we spent our first Alaska night, W€
hod one day to see Anchorage, which we did on foot. This was a ather leisuely day and we
needed the rcst. The next moming we were back to the hain station, heading 10 Whittier and our
cruise ship, It was Sunday and we again enjoyed the scenery, but this was quite different ftom
the other train rides. Here we saw many homes, each with a private plane in their back. I was
impressed with a large area ofdead trees, miles inland, that were killed by salt water ilr the 1964
tsunami. Nothing has grown lhere si|lce-

Sunday evening and I have lost hack ofdates. I think it was the 9s. Underweigh aboard a cruise
ship and enjoying the opportunity to relax a bit. Our first point ofinterest was College Fjord and
then Glacier Bay. We saw some calving in the glaciers but not big ones. A park ranger came
aboard and naraated our tour. She told us that the glaciels began rctreating about 30,000 years
ago, when they extended as far souti as Milwaukee, but there was been a receot accaleration of
the reteat, starting about 300 years ago. I am trying to figure out how George Bush caused that.



Leaving Glacier Bay, we passed two humpback whales, a mother and calf. The mother was quite

dishrbed by our presence and beat her flipper on the water repeatedly to scare us away. I the
distance 1 saw twcnty or so white dorsal fins which I believe must have been beluga whales.

The next day we came to oul first port ofcall, Skagway, Here we took a train ride up the White
Horse Pass, gateway to the Klondike dudng the gold rush of the early 1900's The next polt of

call was Juneau where we took a whale watching boat tdp' W€ mingled with whal must have
been thity to lbrty humpbacks Several approached the boat then gendy submerged and
reappeared on the other side ofthe boat. When they humped thefu backs and raised their flukes,
they were going to the bottom to feed. They would reappeax in twenty minutes for more air'

On formal night, Eva made reservations for us to eat in Sabatini's ltaliarl Restaurant' It wasn't
what any ofui, espccially Mahala, expected. We all looked gorgeous in our fancy duds and went
to the restawant to eat. lt hrmed out to be a m€al with a gazillion gourses and the only thing you
pick is tlle entree. Ever,'thing else is pre arranged. We were served very small portions of some
very strange food, It's a good thing the portions were small since therc were so many servings
Mostly we all ate, or at least tried €verything until the main course anived. Mahala had ordered
langostinos thinking it was a t)?e of pa,sta. The look on her face was pricaless when the waitress
set her plate in front ofher. There were four or five things on the plate that looked like big
crawdads. They had the eyes and feelers ald everything. They really were disgusting. Mahala
says "l didn't order thisl" and asks the waitress to take it away. The waitress says "Just try it and I
bei you'll like it," and walked away. Needless to say none of us ate her uawdaddy thingies and
the waitess eventually took them away. Quotc fiom Mahala: "I don't eat things with eyes on
them. Ever."

Our last port ofcall was Ketchikan, where we took o nature and wildlife expedition. we saw
dozens ofbald eagles, no longqr on the gndangered list. Deer and bear and salmon streams and
other sights of beauty ard interest. A wonderful way to end otu stay in Alaska.

The naxt moming, we anived in Vancouver. Whal a far cry fiom the city I visited in 1 96 I when
I was in lhe navy. It was huge. We did a bus tow of the city that aftemoon beforc our llight
home th€ next moming. I reeall visitiug Stanley Park named for the same Lord Stanley whose
name is on the National Hockey League charnpionship hophy.


